AUSTRALIA AND
PACIFIC (8)

SAMOAN ISLANDS, lying between 400 and 500
miles north of Fiji, now divided between New
Zealand (mandate) and the U.S. Britain, Germany,
and the U.S. intervened in the islands in 1870'$,
ultimately agreeing, in 1889, to guarantee their
neutrality and independence. Ten years later,
Britain withdrew in favour of Germany, which
annexed the western islands, and the smaller eastern
islands were taken by the U.S. After the Great War
the mandate for the German islands, Savai'i and
Upolu, went to New Zealand, Population of Western
Samoa, 53,000, including 623 Europeans. Principal
town and port, Apia, on Upolu.
The American islands, with a population of 8,800,
have the port of Pago Pago, a naval station, and
port of call on Australia-North-American steamship
routes* All the islands produce copra and some fruit,
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